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A closer
look at the
benefits of
current
addressable
fire alarm
technology
may make
you wonder
why you
don't use
them for
every job.

By Liaura E

Stepanek, Editor




s Why Addressable?

tus s mormal amsd asolid light indicates the device
b sctivated. “They are o lot mere technician and
wser fricndly. When talking fo an end-user you can
tetl therm how 1o Tind the device by Tooking for the
e with the red light show ing through the cover”

From lintke things that matter i [0l (o bigger
features, such os wircless rones and fire
devices, addressable technology has truly
advanced recently.

In the wireless arena, ITL a GE Interlogia
company, earned o Product Achtevement Awaril
at ISC Expo/West Last month [or its Advent Fire
System. Zones on this system can be hardwired
or wireless, which gives dealers versatiliny
when fucmg bailding structures that otherwise
would be impossible o hardwire.

“We enable savings of 30 to 40 percent o
inspallation time amd cost becouse of Advent
Fire's reliable wireless receiver and simoke sen-
sors that mstall guckly,” says Joel Chnstianson,
director of Integrated Systems at GE Interlogix,
North Saint Paul, Minn, “The installation cost
savings due 10 Advent Fire's reliable wirchess
technology enable us 1o protect people m projg-
ects thit formerly couldin’t be protecied becunse
of the cosl of mmning wire and conduit. Those
instances include low-income houstng arnd
mstallation where asbestos abatement would |
canse delays and drive up costs.”

Because addressable fire uliorm products are
generally more expensive than conventional sy
temns. i logeeal considermion s, Wien and where




SIDIVI why Addressable?

Non-Residential
Fire Alarms

Triggers to Buy:
¥ New construction
MACeChi T A LN
Code updrades
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Buibding feature
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— 20%; ol 1ales
Mercanile
139 ol saley

Opportunities in
Non-Residential
Fire Alarms

Fire command center
Yoice pvac systerms
Mustering capability

Building automation;
Protocols
BACHheL, LonWworks
and N1 and
il prlesing
Buslcing Security
Medeling —
Lanidig Malngnal
Labaratories

Specialiiey — Colleges
'I':u_;.h-m.r

Deeltibnllators fos
EVETYONe
ML, wEnidors

I8 if appnopeTane fo
wae  addressolde
techmelogy? Mony
professionals sug-
pesl thnl bociuse of
the advanced few
ure sets now aval-
able, it now can ke
used Tor virtually
every job

“Aboul five
years ago, if a job
was 1% rones o
more 1t woulid be
adibressable, amd
wider 18 siwies ©
would be a conven
tional  system,”
Higdon savs of his
COmMpany s posi-
phonal the e,

“The Fire Lite MS-9200 really revolitionzed
Hhad. When that produsct eamse oul a a reasonable
cost, we stared vang [addressable] in all appli-
catrons, Bocaise of the cos savings i labar, T
wis S0 cavy Just to hang on these addressables in
arnall cufice bulding< and make it cost elfective,”
Higdoan adds.

“We've found thar most of the mstallation
companios in our marketplace are moving
tonwands suddressable.” Fine-Lite's Ameson savs
“You con do any job, large or small. Anyiime
yeu 'd harve ain opportuniny for canventionil, you
mmiighil s well consider addressable [or these fea
tures we lked aboul. Comventional s a tech-
nology that just doesn’t have any intelligence.

“For end-users 1o have the ability vy uncer-
st bmmediately where there™s a problem in
thetr bunlding, that's essentinl. Addressability
costs 3 linke bit more, bt i has o ol more valu-
able features,” Ameson notes.

“Thee fire alarm industry i moving forward in
leqypes ned bownds,” Hegdon gt Bass United Fire
& Secunty notes. “A Jot of the newer technolo-
pies will have a bt faster data speed, =0 we'll
end up having mformation a bl Taster”

As the cost of addressuble technology hus
comme down and the imtelligence. and hence. the
benefits, hove increased, dealers may be hard-
pressedd o fund @ reason ot 1o apply sddressable

Fire alarm dealer Brad Bigdon wses addressahle
techrodegy for virtielly all of fey company s inxtalla-
fhevees, Because of e ooxr avanes (il

lechnology in
maore places.

“I see them
used evervwhere,
| don’t see a dis-
imction  made
between ‘this job
= g conventional’
versus “this job s
an addressable.
Addressable wim
for all the same
reasons ir wins
everywhere clse,
Everyone redlzes
thal this s the
frechnology] that
privvides the hest
overall salie. An
uddressable sys-
fem helps vou i
s mmany wirys! I s caseer to nstall and casier o
maintain.” Silent Knight's Hendnokson says,

CHANGES IN THE MARKET
Fhe recent temonsm an the Umited Stics
raised the level of awareness of our vulnerabil:
e While this awnreness reportedly Lrmrsded
to i mse 1 sales in electromic secunty, i didn'
aocessanly have the same effect i the fire pros
feciiin miarked, repofl weme profeisionals,

What did happen, however, was increased
attenition o life-safety procedures and sysiems
— attention from end-users, msurers, and
authorities having jurisdection (AHIs)

“Ohur local authorities ane being moee e
v to evacunbion audibality ond the visual ev
wation means, They re also looking at wire sopy
vivabiliny.” Higdon says

“In commercial fire, we haven't really
any changes,” Arneson says, “Teople
alwivs seen the value, Since 's code
peaple needed it then aml they need it now,
when it comes to voice evacuation, tha's whes
we see the change. Butlding owners: want
ability tie get people in and out of baildings™

“Clients seem o be feeling.. well, everybody
feeling a lintke vulnerable. It helps people w0
pwre of how they can provide a meisuee of p
ectien agamt disaster. Hemdickson says” |

50 April 2002




	sdm
	sdm1
	sdm2
	sdm3
	sdm4

